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SUB TOPIC
:
BUSINESS LAWS IN UGANDA :
Different business laws have different applications / intent and purposes, they are normally set up to regulate the business operations, e.g. protecting consumers, community, environment and the business themselves. The most common laws include

a)
Trade licensing Act 1969: As already seen, this requires all businesses to obtain operating licenses before commencing operations.

b)
The business name registration Act: This states that every individual having a place of business in Uganda and carrying on business under a business name which does not consist the names of the owner, shall be registered under this act.

c)
Company law: This is the law that governs the formation, registration, conduct and operations of businesses in Uganda.

d)
Public Health law: Under this, the ministry of Health needs to check standards and hygiene in bars, restaurants, hotels, etc. it has the powers to close any business which does not comply with the set / expected standards.

e)
Food and drug law: The ministry of Health further controls the business to ensure that expired drugs and bad foods are not sold to the consumers.

f)
Weights and measures: This is implemented through the National Bureau of standards where the government ensures that entrepreneurs use approved weight scales and measurements when selling goods to consumers.

g)
Environment law: This is implemented by National environment authority (NEMA) where the government ensures that entrepreneurs’ operations do not lead to environmental degradation. It ensures that the business uses the National environment in a sustainable manner and that their operations do not inconvenience other business or the public.

IMPORTANCE OF BUSINESS LAWS TO ENTREPRENEURS AND CONSUMERS.

a-
The environmental law protects the environment from being misused and over exploited, i.e. business should operate with in the laid down rules set by the authorities to protect the environment.

b-
Consumers are protected from exploitation by business men, i.e. with regard to weights and measures’ laws through the use of right weights and measures.

c-
The trade license act is a form of revenue to the government which revenue may be used to develop other sectors like infrastructure that may facilitate smooth running of businesses

d-
The environmental law protects the society from harmful effects that would result from the operation of some businesses on the environment, like pollution.

e-
The public health law ensures that there is a proper hygiene and sanitation in public places like hotels, schools, hospitals etc.

f-
The drugs law ensures that proper medical standards like qualified Doctors, protection from sale of expired drugs etc.

g-
The foods law Act protects the customers from consuming expired and contaminated food stuffs, eg imported canned food stuffs are highly tested and checked.

h-
The land Act helps people / entrepreneurs in avoiding land conflicts and also facilitates proper land transfers.

i-
The company law protects the business names and helps in establishing strong brand image in the market which leads to increased profitability.

j-
The employees’ Act protects employees from unfair treatment and dismissal from work (protects their rights at work).
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